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Ar length, I underſtand, that Mr. 


MicHAEL ANGELO TAYLOR has relin- 
quiſhed his intention of introducing 
into Parliament the New Toleration 
Bill, of : which he long ſince gave 
notice, and has left the Legiſlature 
entirely open to yourſelf, And from 
AS the 
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the activity you have lately at 
feſted upon this ſubject, and the zeal 


with which the Clergy in your own. 
Dioceſe, and at your own particular 


inſtigation, have aſſociated to deter- 


mine on the-heſt means of extricating 


the church from her preſent contempt 


and univerſal deſertion, there can be 


no doubt but you will readily avail. | 


yourſelf of the preſent vacancy, and 


obtain poſſeſsion of the Houſe by an 
immediate notice. or motion. But be- 
fore you thus act, it may be wiſe, 


perhaps, . to pauſe for one moment 


longer, and to enquire whether the 
plan, about to be purſued, be in the 


firſt place neceſſary; and, in the fe- 
cond, judicious and politic? Whether, 
in reality, it may not tend rather to 
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deteriorate, wan aſsiſt 0 ſacred 1e 
in which you are embarked ? | 

The e which pipes to 
have been drawn up by the Clergy of 
your own Dioceſe, and which has the 
honour of being addreſſed to yourſelf 
with much filial duty and affection, I 
mean to regard as authentic ; although 


in itſelf it is deficient in every requiſite | 
of authenticity, and is uſhered into 2 


the world without a name, without $- 
date, and without a place of conven- 
tion. It complains ſtrenuouſly, and I 


apprehend juſtly, of the declen/ion of | 


religion, and the dreadful deſertion of 
every pariſh church by its pariſhioners; - 


and it attributes theſe depl orable effects | 


to three grand and primary cavsss : 


as 1ſt, The 
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16, The caporſiley of public 8 ö 


ad their being erowded with viſitants 5 
on Sundays, together with fairs and 
Wakes that are permitted in the ſame | 
periods; and the general cuſtom of all 

perſons engaged in the trade of buying 

and ſelling | cattle, of examining the 
flocks and herds that arrive on theſe days | 


in the vicinity of market-towns, and are 


ready for the market of the enſuing © 


mor n ing. 


_ . 2dly, The great increaſe of itinerant 


preachers, who ſeduce the country into 


an attendance upon them by the bold- 
neſs of their aſſertions, and the novelty 
olf their manner; and by condemning 
| to eternal perdition every one whole 


religious creed deviates from their own. 
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4 And, sdiy, The extreme relaxation 
oc church diſcipline which has gra 

dually taken place among the great 
body of the Clergy themſelves, the total 
neglect of all family and private ex- 
| Hortation, and the frigidity with which 
they engage in the public duties of the 
| Sabbath; the whole of which theſe Ro- 
verend Reporters moſt ſinoerely be- 
moan, and concerning which they ſo- 


lemnly covenant with each other to | 


exhibit a different conduct in every 
reſpeRt. 


we are next favoured with the 
REMEDY propoſed by the gentlemen 
of this Clerical Committee, and which 
they humbly ſubmit to your Jord- 
ſhip to introduce before the Legiſ- 
lature. And this remedy is nothing 

. 5 1 leſs 


> bs than a 1 prohibiting. in a 
ſeverer manner than any at preſent 
exiſting, the profanation of the Lord's 
day; and containing reſtrictions which, 
if carried into full effect, would not 
only eradicate all itinerant and me- 
thodiſt preaching from the world, but 
would effectually preclude : the ex- 
iſtence of any public diſſenting wor- 
ſhip whatever, and hereby totally de- 
ſtroy the very tenor and ſpirit of the 
; Act of Toleration. 
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; Now, with 3 to the firſt part 
of this propoſal, it is obvious to the 
moſt ſuperficial novice in 4 Burn's 
Jiugſtice, that it is not for want of er- 
Ning laws that improper ſports and 
- buſineſſes / are engaged in, or that 
-taverns, tea-gardens, and public-houſes, | 
are 
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| I 9 07 | 
are e kept open during divine ſervice, 
but for want of the regular enforce- 
ment of thoſe laws. Why, then, 
croud the ſtatute - book, and burden 
the memory of the people with ad- 
ditional enaQtments, when che preſent 
are altogether competent and to the 
point ? That ſuch abuſes exiſt i is not. 
owing to the deficiency of the Le- 
| Liſlature, but to the negligence of the 


Magiſtrates *. This, indeed, * is ſo ob- > 


vious na 
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Some of the inhabitants of the b 
anxiouſly concerned for the welfare of Society, 
lately waited upon a Magiftrate with A plan to rid | 
their neighbourhood of ſwarms of moſt abandoned | 
proſtitutes which infeſted its but his worſhip (al- 
though himſelf the father of a large family) with 
fimpering marks of difapprobation of their intention 
rejected the propoſal, and coolly replied nearly in 
theſe words — 4 To be ſure, if it become a griev- 
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poſal, Ren, * ſhall take the Motto 


(0) 


vious, and ſo little ſtreſs appears to 


' 


be laid on this part of the propoſal 
by many of its moſt zealous advocates, 


that 1 cannot but conceive the Me- 


 thodiſts are perfectly juſtified | in re- 
garding it as the mere prologue to 


what immediately follows, and which 
would have appeated too daring and 


| invidious without ſome ſuch intro- 


quction- as the preſent. 


To this . fuccroting part of * pro- 


* 
7 4 p 8 i. 2 x7 A 


ance altogether intolerable, it might be proper to 
put ſome reſtraint upon it, and the regular officers 
(meaning the watchmen) ſhould be told of i it. But, 
perhaps, none of us (ſaid the worthy Juſtice) wiſh 28 


entirely to remove a ſort of neceſſary evil. „ And ac- 


cordingly that neighbourhood ſtill remains a diſ⸗ 
grace ta the city of Lon, Re 3 5 


my 


. 
my Lord, of attracting your attention 
principally; and, although not a Me- 
thodiſt myſelf, but a friend to uni- 
verſal toleration and religious liberty 
"IF aſk you ſeriouſly, and as a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel of CHRIST, on what 
text of the New Teſtament do you 
ground your right of precluding any 
man from believing in the Goſpel, or 
from preaching it in whatever way 
appears moſt conſiſtent with the dic- _ 
tates of, his own conſcience :“ But 
| theſe men are devoid of all education, 
it ſeems—and they purſue - -other em- 
ployments * at the ſame time.” Will 
the New Teſtament juſtify you in ſup- 
preſsing them on theſe accounts ?— 
Are there no examples to be adduced 
of ſimilar facts in the firſt and pureſt 
periods of the Chriſtian æra? They 


32 may 
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may not, perhaps, have ſtudied your 25 
; Lordſhip s Elements of Chriſtian Theo- _ 


bogy, but they may have ſtudied thoſe 
of St. PAUL, which are not quite ſo 
voluminous, and equally as clear. 
« But they : are pretenders to exorciſm,” 


This I much doubt, notwithſtanding ; 
the aſſertion | in the Lincolnſhire Re- 


are impoftors; and, as ſuch, in the 
9 preſent Allem of Engliſh law, amen- 
: able to the civil magiſtrate. | If they 


be more than pretenders ; if, in reality, 
they can put to flight the herds of 


evil ſpirits by which the nation is de- 


monized, in the name of Gop, bid 
them all- hail, | and encourage their 
pious and patriotic Jabours, 5 They 
condemn to eternal perdition every 


ſect whoſe religious creed happens to 


* 


deviate 


(138 TY 
Snviake Gi their own,” Tins, un- 
doubtedly, is highly wrong, illiberal, 
and anti-chriſtian. But, even if this be 
| true, which is much to be doubted, from 5 
whence did they adduce the example . BE 
for ſuch a conduct? Have we never 
heard of a church that compels her mi- 
niſters, as an act of duty, to promulgate 
aloud, on ſtated days, the chief articles 
of her own faith, and to declare that 
all who do not believe ſuch articles 
fall, without doubt, periſh everlaſtingly ?: | 
If, in reality, it be a duty incumbent 
upon Chriſtians, and our own church 
| by its practice aſſerts that it is, in this 
manner to damn one another in the 
groſs, the Methodiſt has ſurely as much 
right to damn the Churchman, as the 


) 


Churchman has the Socinian, or the 
Catholic all the former together, Yet, 


in 


(1). 

in fact, e 0 riner of Methodiſm 
will ſeldom be found to differ in any 
eſſential point from thoſe of the Eſta- 
: bliſhment; and it is the grand boaſt of 
the majority of its profeſſors that they 
thus aſsimilate.—* But they are men 
« of vulgar manners, and even fre- 
« quently of immoral lives, - and who 
do not adorn the doctrine they in- 
* culcate. As the kingdom of hea- 
ven is open to the vulgar as well as the 
polite—the inhabitants of St. Giles's- as 
well as thoſe of St. James' $— there can 
be no more reaſon for precluding the 
man of vulgar manners from delivering 
his harſh and home-ſpun cxhortations, 
than the miniſter of polite addreſs from 
exhibiting himſelf in his more poliſhed 
mode. The theatric harangues, or 
moral eſſays, which conſtitute the ge- 


nerality 


(15) 
nerality of our Sunday diſcourſes in 
this metropolis, are but little calcu- 
lated to convince the judgment or in- 
fluence the heart of the great body of 
the Swini/h Mullitude. Let them, then, 
without obſtruction, . poſſeſs miniſters of 
their own; miniſters who can employ 


their own language, enter into their 


own feelings, a and are acquainted with 


their own infirmities and vices. |, But 
with reſpect to the aſſertion, too com- 
mon I well know in all our poliſhed: 
circles, that theſe Methodiſt reformers 


are frequently men of immoral ; lives 


themſelves, as a general propoſition, I. 


cannot for one moment admit it. Vour 


Lordſhip, and your Lordſhip's .clients, 


aſſert that they are followed with more 
zeal, and liſtened to with more atten- 


tion, than any other order of preachers 


* Water 
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1 j 
whatever. | But this, 1 humbly "Y 
ceive, could not be for any perma- 
nent period of time, if ' this general 
charge « of immorality were founded in 


fact. Mankind are not with eaſe made 


univerſally the dupes of doctrines un- 
combined with practice: there is 4 
ſpirit of curioſity, even where that of 
malice does not exiſt, of prying into 
the daily events and habits of every 
public character, and ' of narrating 

them on every public occaſion; and, 
were this propoſition true, the evil 
would work its own remedy, and the 
preacher be without followers. It is 
highly probable that the afſertion wilt 
apply to /ome of this itinerant claſs of 
inſtructors; for it is impofsible for a 
large body of any deſcription to exiſt, 
of Man ad Cs ſhall be alike | 


pure 


pure and impeccable. But the Re- 
verend Writers of this Report are by no 
means authoriſed to riſe up and throw the 
Jirfi fone; ſince i in this very report they - 
acknowledge, and lament, that moral 
inconſiſtency of character is too oſten 
to be met with even among themſelves, 
and enumerate this very fact as one 
cauſe of the deſertion of their churches, 
and the declining ſtate of religion a- 
| mong their audiences. Of the exiſ- 
tence, indeed, of this fact, there can be 
no doubt ; and as little doubt can there 
be but that, if the repentance which 
they now profeſs be ſincere—if a greater 
degree of zeal for the Chriſtian religion 
be manifeſted in the preſence of their 
pariſhioners—if ardour and ſeriouſneſs 
be the genuine characteriſtics of the 
pulpit, and judicious and ſeaſonable 
expoſtulation be frequently imported 
| into domeſtic life—if, in fine, in all 
theſe 


4 18 ) | 
| theſe faces, they become cloſe bs. 
pyiſts f the. very teachers whom" they 
condemn, they will deſtroy the ex- 
iſtence of all field-preaching whatſo- 
ever; their pariſh churches will become 

as crouded as they now are confeſſedly ; 
vacant; and the neceſsity will be to- 

tally ſuperſeded of applying to Parlia- 
ment for the poſſeſsion of new powers. 


here is indeed an extreme degree 
| of aukwardneſs in the application of 
_ theſe gentlemen under the circumſtances 
of their own Report. If, in every in- 
ferior court, it be requiſite that the 
| complainant ſhould enter it with clean 

hands, to aſſure him ſucceſs in the ob- 
je& of his petition, how much more 
expedient is it that in the paramount 
Court of Parliament the Petitioners ap- 

plying for alsiſtance and additional 5 
5 1 grants | 


0 3 
grants of power, ſhould demonſtrate, 5 
as the ground of their ſucceſs, that the 
conduct they have hitherto exhibited 
has been altogether unexceptionable and 
praiſe-worthy ! But what ſay their own 
book and their own teſtimony in the 
preſent inſtance ? will your Lordſhip 
dare to unfold it, and read the ſevere 
ſarcaſm they have caſt upon them 
ſelves, and then make it the immediate : 
| baſis of a bill in their favour ? will your 
Lordſhip, after proping to the Houſe - 
that all the ' evils they Complain of are 
_ the offpring of their own negligence and 
_ miſconduct, move, that the Legiſlature 4 
fiſt them in the difficulties which have 
from hence alone ariſen, and that men 
| who have neglected the power's actually en- 
trufted to them, be now rewarded with a 


Fuller authority and more mme means 


1 Anat 


The 
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The . e therefore af ap- 5 
pears to me not only to be abſolutely un- 
neceflary, but highly impolitic and inju- 
dicious; and it is ſo not only with re- 
ſpect to the parties applying for relief, 
but with reſpect alſo to thoſe of whom 
dhe complaint is made. The Metho- 
diſts, perhaps, compoſe among them- 
ſelves the moſt powerful affiliated ſo- 
ciety in exiſtence; their number is pro- : 
digious ; and the diſcipline to which 


= 


they ſubmit concentrates them. into a 
body as compact as that of the 
; pn. Hitherto they have uni- 
formly, (for the exceptions are not 
worth noticing,) ſupported the political 
views of the Cabinet; and, in the moſt 
perilous times of the State, have been : 
of eſſential ſervice in maintaining ſub- 


. ordination 


ordination and foyalty*; while, with: + 
reſpect to their religious principles, none | 
of them are adverſe to the national 


| Church, and by far the greater part of 


them are expreſs members of it. t 
now a due reward for their patriotiſm | 
that ſuch an oppoſition ſhould be uſe» 
leſsly excited againſt them? or, in the 
full confidence of a ſanguinary tem- | 
perament, do you apprehend that no 
| evil ! 18 to be dreaded from converting a | 
million of ſteady friends into a million ; 
of inveterate enemies? ls it a conduct 
politic or judicious? and will your 
friend the Chancellor or the Exche- 
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The late Mr, Wetey, in the A war, 
as particularly appears by his publications, moſt 
ſtrenuouſly vindicated Miniſtry, and at all times 
yſed his influence {which was not a litle) in the 
ſupport of Government. 

* 


T 22 1 
quer be prevail aled upon to ſu pport you 
in it ? 


Yet it is not the Methodiſts alone 
whom. you have hereby irritated, but 
every claſs and denomination of more 


regular and conſiſtent Diſſenters. In- 
the conduct that has lately been ex- 
hibited by the former in recruiting, if T 
may ſo fay, for converts throughout 
almoſt every town and village in the 


country, there may perhaps be more 


zeal than judgment; and the Preſby- 
_terians and Independents have ſuffered 


as much from the ſound of this new 
drum ecclefiaſtic, and perhaps more 
than the pariſh churches themſelves ; 
ſeveral of their ſocicties having been 


hereby totally ſubverted and led aſtray. 


A conſiderable degree of animoſity was | 


in n conſequence thereof, beginning to 
exhibit 


[4 


| 1 29 * 
exhibit itſelf between theſe latter and 5 
the former. But mark the effect of tbe 
intemperate reſolution now taken. The 
Diſſenters feel themſelves attacked as 
well as the Methodiſts; and inſtead of 


making a common cauſe with the Co 


bierarchy againſt theſe innovators upon 
their principles and tbeir diſcipline, 
they have been compelled to change 
ſides, to unite themſelves with the Me- 
thodiſts, as the leſs evil of the two, 
and to reſiſt the bold and unwarranted 5 
deſign of the Clergy of the Church. 
This alliance, it is true, does not yet 
appearby any overt act of the contract- 
ing parties; but it is notorious that 
conjoint meetings have been holden for 
this expreſs purpoſe, and that it ac- 
. den exiſt in intention. 


' Nox 
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Nor is this: all. It is not to be | 


conceived that a 5 who are in 


the conſtant exerciſe of that animation 
and ardour which ſo peculiarly diſtin- 
guiſhes Methodiſm from every other 


religious ſect whatever, will tacitly ſuf- 


ſer a preparation for war without ſirik- | 
ing the firſt blow themſelves ; and they f 


may ſtrike it moſt ſueceſsfully. If I 


be rightly informed, not leſs: than nw 
| thouſand actions may be brought againſt A 
theſe very conſeientious Clergymen and 
their brethren for non-reſidence, and con- 
ſequent abſſinence from their duty ; and 
that fines to no ſmaller an amount than 
thirty thouſand pounds are expected to be 
the produce of ſuch actions; of which 
the moiety, being the portion allowed by, 
the exiſting ſtatute to their own ſhare, | 
may be employed either in oppoſing 


their 


. 


Ss 5 
ths adverſaries, or in propagatingithy.- So 7, 
Goſpel 1 in their own way. Whether this „ 8 
would be altogether a genere dus conduct _ 5 
and a juſtifiable mode of defence on 
the part of the aſſailed, I will not ſtay 
800 determine. But it is obvious, from 
1 numerous levees with which the 
1 Biſhop of London is daily thronged, _ 
«] 6 and the inceſſant conſultation and tu- 1 
| mult maintained at Sion-College, that 
it is the ſpecies of warfare which ſeems ©. 
to apply more than any other to the” - * 
buſineſſes and boſoms of the aſſailants. 
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What 3 my Lond, mould follow = 
| as the legitimate deduction from ob- 
ſervations like theſe, but that the pious 
oppoſition now threatened is neither 1 
neceſſury nor politic, and that one inju- 3 
dicious friend to a cauſe, is of more de- 


_ triment 
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their adverſaries, orin propagating ah 1 


Goſpel i in their own way. Whether this : 
would be altogether a generous conduct 
and] a juſtifiable mode of defence on 
the part of the aſſailed, I will not ſtay 
to determine, But it is obvious, from 


the numerous levees with which the 


| Biſhop of London is daily thronged, _ 
and the inceſlant conſultation and u- 
mult maintained at Sion-College, that 


it is the ſpecies of warfare which ſeems 
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What then, a Lord, mould follow 
as the legitimate deduction from ob- 
ſerrations like theſe, but that the pious 

oppoſition now threatened is neither 


neceſſury nor politic, and that one inju- 
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VV. B. One of the Methodiſt B Mr. mY 83 N 
46 "Joſeph Benſon, having publiſhed an Anſwer to this & | £ i 
faid << REPORT,“ it might be well for your Lord . 0 2 
5 {hip to read it, and hear what the Methodiſts have : 2 
| a, to ſay for themſelves.— Mr. 'Benſon's | pamphlet is 4 . 
2 w to be- had at Mr.. Butterworth's, Beate is in | 
wy F leet-ſtreet, der. 6d. : 


* * 0 
* See WII NE ini rea Nn n — Fe 
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= Wo has lately publiſhed, price '6d. A | Sore 1 
| mon on the Character and Duty of a Chriſtian : 
1 by Adam Clarke, n Preacher.” 5 


By Mr. Benſon's nn as well as by this 
fermon, it may be ſeen that all the Methodiſt z 
Preachers are not ſuch ignorant, vulgar perſons, as | 
the Reverend Reporters” would have them OY 
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